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Admiral Sir Thomas Button
(1565-1634)
As Admiral of the Narrow Seas (the English
Channel, Bristol Channel and Irish Sea), he
also protected the annual Newfoundland
fishing convoys from pirates.
Knighted in 1616 for his search for the
North-West passage, he later fell out with the
Admiralty as they thought he colluded with
pirates. The original candidate for “Button’s Lane”
however, we’ve found no specific links with Poole.

Pirates

Castaways & Codfish
Exploring Poole’s maritime history between 1580 and 1730, this Poole
Bay Rotary Club project looks at the lives of the three mariners who
may have lent their names to Button’s Lane, Rogers Lane and Bennett’s
Alley, as shown on a 1751 town map.
It is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Rotary, Bournemouth
University and Poole Museum.

How to find out more
Keep up to date as the story develops through our website/blog; for
information on events, the latest discoveries and more on Poole’s
fascinating maritime history:

Captain John Bennett
(1670-1717)
Born in Poole in 1670, he followed his father
in becoming a Captain in the Royal Navy.
Responsible for eight different ships involved in
war convoys, his navy work was “intermittent”.
He was made a Burgess of Poole in 1705
and was involved in a variety of other
profitable interests, including possibly
smuggling. He left over £4m (today’s value)
but swore his beneficiaries to
secrecy as to its origins!

Coastliners Sea Shanty Festival

Sat 21 April

Scaplen’s Court, High Street, Poole
Exhibition - 10am - 4pm
1 hour children’s workshops - 10am and 2pm;
plus storytelling - 11am and 3pm.

Poole Boat Show

Fri 8 - Sun 10 June

Visit our stand for displays,
exhibition and latest details.

Governor Woodes Rogers
(1679-1732)
He grew up in Poole and moved to Bristol in 1696;
his father moved his shipping business there,
trading with Newfoundland.
In 1708, aged just 28, he commanded two
ships on a world voyage during which he
discovered the castaway Alexander Selkirk.
He returned to Britain in 1711, a national
hero and a wealthy man from his
privateering activities. In 1718 he went
out as Governor to found a colony in
New Providence (the Bahamas),
again as a privateer backed
by businessmen.

Seminar and Exhibition

Thurs 12 July

Thistle Hotel, Poole. Presentation of key
project findings, from 10:30am to 3:30pm
with refreshments and light lunch.
Tickets £10 pp: www.eventbrite.co.uk

Grand Bacalao luncheon

Thurs 16 August

Plan of Poole 1636
© National Trust: Bankes Archive

Hotel du Vin, Thames Street, Poole
Bacalao - a tasty Portuguese dish made
from salt cod. From 12 for 12.30pm to 2.30pm.
Tickets £25 pp: www.eventbrite.co.uk
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The Smuggler’s Curse

Piratesers

& private
In 1580 piracy was rife, with Studland
Bay a local base. Pirates sold their
booty, frequented local inns and were
supplied by Poole merchants. Elizabeth
I sent two vessels to try to control
them. In 1582 the pirate John Piers and
several of his men were hanged on
Studland Beach as a warning to all.

The

sea Island
blockhouse on Brown

Deep sea pirates flourished:
Henry Mainwaring, an English Barbary
pirate, raided the Newfoundland fishing
fleet in 1614. William Dampier was an
English pirate who acted as
Woodes Rogers’ navigator in 1708.
A warning to all

The Crown also licensed “privateers”,
often little more than pirates, who were
entitled to seize the ships and goods
of other countries with whom their
country was at war. Elizabeth I bolstered
her navy this way, encouraging Drake,
Raleigh, Hawkins and Gilbert to act
as privateers.
Local piracy declined after 1620 but
Barbary pirates from North Africa
haunted the Channel.
The Newfoundland trade shrank for
a few years; several Poole sailors
became privateers, against the
Spanish and the Portuguese.

At the end of the 17th century, people
catching pirates were lauded.
The King gave gold medals to
Captain Peter Jolliffe in 1694 and
William Thompson in 1695. By 1720
piracy was rare, partly thanks to
the efforts of the Royal Navy which
now had more than 124 ships,
compared with just two in 1670.
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Elizabeth I Charter to Poo

The origin of Robinson Crusoe’s story, the man marooned on a
desert Island is from Woodes Rogers’ trip around the world!
Rogers’ expedition found Alexander Selkirk on one of the Juan
Fernandez Islands, off the coast of Chile, in 1709. Rogers wrote
up Selkirk’s tale of his four-year experience and published
it. Daniel Defoe, living in Bristol at the
time, took the storyline for his novel.
There’s a twist in this tale.
Did you know that Selkirk asked
to be left on the island? He didn’t
trust the vessel he was on to make
it back to the South American
mainland. His caution was
well founded: the ship sank,
drowning 14 people!

Codfish

Poole

The Nao Victoria: a replica
of the Spanish vessel C1519
at Poole Quay 2017

The Romans established a landing point at Hamworthy, and
the Saxons favoured Wareham as a port. But the river silted
up and ships grew bigger, so Poole port began to prosper in the
15th century.
Poole was designated as a ‘port of staple’ for wool and other
commodities in 1433. It was further enhanced in 1568 when
Elizabeth I granted a charter recognising Poole as a town and
county in its own right; one of only 17 such towns in England.
The port’s trade was varied, serving other coastal towns (inland
transport was difficult), the Channel Islands and Europe.
By 1574, its population had reached nearly 1400 people with
annual trips by fishermen to Newfoundland and the start of a
new era for Poole’s trade on a world stage.

The discovery of Newfoundland by John Cabot in 1497 had a huge
impact on Poole. In the 16th century sailors began to make the
annual perilous journey across the Atlantic, a feature of Poole’s
history till the industry crashed in the 1830s.
Most years the cod were present in huge numbers, some as
tall as a ten-year-old child (143cm/4ft 8in). It was said at the
beginning that all the fishermen had to do was to put a stone in
their basket, sink it, bring it up again and it would be full of fish.
Over the years, some fishermen became merchants, supplying
the settlers before sailing with salted cod to North America,
the West Indies and Europe. The accumulated wealth of several
local families was the basis of Poole’s Georgian heyday.

As illustrated by the drawing on the front cover from 1636,
Poole grew on an oval peninsula of land, defended on the
landward side by a ditch, a wall and a town gate.
The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 settled the state of Europe and the
French were expelled from their bases in Newfoundland giving
a boost to the English trade to the benefit of several Poole
Merchant Venturers.
With the decline of piracy in the 1720s, Poole found a new
prosperity which lasted through to the early 19th century, as
reflected in the merchant venturers’ houses, still here today.

