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Project blog keeps 
drawing visitors 
www.pirates2codfish.com 
 
The project blog continues to generate 
significant online traffic, including 
many visits by web users in Canada, 
the US, Ireland and Sweden. 
Visitors can use the FOLLOW button in 
the bottom right-hand corner of the 
blog’s front page to receive alerts 
when new content is added. 
Your comments and suggestions on 
the blog are welcome. 

Planning under way 
for project events 
Gerry Clarke, a member of Poole Bay 
Rotary, has joined the Pirates, 
Castaways & Codfish steering 
committee and will co-ordinate 
celebratory events as the project 
reaches its goals. 
The Coastliners Festival on 21 April, 
organised by students from Arts 
University Bournemouth – a 
celebration of sea shanties and sea-
folk - will likely be the first occasion for 
initial project outcomes to be 
presented to a wider public. 

Let the research begin! 
First volunteers start work 
on three subject areas 

 
 
Volunteer researchers met at the Local History Centre in 
Poole Museum in early January to begin delving into Poole’s 
maritime history in the period 1580-1730 – the heart of the 
Pirates, Castaways & Codfish project. 
A dozen researchers have begun work in three subject 
areas. Jenny Oliver leads a group looking at the Port of 
Poole and its evolution during the period under study; Karin 
Mew and a small group will be trying to learn more about 
Poole’s involvement in the Newfoundland fishery; and Katy 
Nutt’s group wants to find out more about Poole’s maritime 
security. All of the researchers have been pointed towards 
primary and secondary research materials held in Poole, 
Dorchester and the National Archives at Kew. 
Anyone with an interest in this period is welcome to join the 
effort. Contact Don Nutt: don_nutt@hotmail.com. 
 

A ghost of Blackbeard... 
Fragments of a book written by one of the seamen under 
the command of one-time Poole resident Woodes Rogers 
have been discovered in the wreck of a ship commanded by 
the infamous pirate Blackbeard. More on our blog...  


