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University students 
invited to undertake 
primary research 
 
Bournemouth University students are 
being encouraged to undertake 
primary research into Poole’s 
maritime history as part of the Pirates, 
Castaways & Codfish project. 
The project involves drawing from 
resources held in the Local History 
Centre at Poole Museum and in the 
Poole Archive at Dorchester, which 
has recently been documented for the 
first time in an online catalogue. 
Poole’s development in the period 
1580-1730 is the focus, and the stories 
of three seamen from the period will 
help to bring it to light: Admiral 
Thomas Button, Captain John Bennett 
and Governor Woodes Rogers. 
These men may or may not have lent 
their names to alleys on the Quay. 
But these men’s stories are merely a 
route towards deeper research into 
the story of life in Poole at the time. 
 

Blog additions join 
past and present 
www.pirates2codfish.com 
Recent updates to the project blog 
highlight local landmarks and their 
origins or status in the 1580-1730 
period under study. 
Read about Queen Elizabeth I granting 
a charter to Poole in 1568, when the 
influence of Dorset’s administrators 
was ceded to a local mayor and 
aldermen for the first time. 

High School pupils get a 
taste of Poole’s history 

 
 
A group of 15 pupils and three teachers from Poole High 
School visited Poole Museum last Saturday to learn more 
about the Pirates, Castaways & Codfish project and for an 
introduction to resources at the Local History Centre. 
The same students will attend workshops at the museum 
next year, when they will take on school projects related to 
life in Poole around the 17th Century 
Any teachers who would like their students to be involved 
in the project should contact Don Nutt by email: 
don_nutt@hotmail.com. 
 

Poole Museum Society learns 
about the project first-hand 
Around 45 local people recently attended the Poole 
Museum Society’s introduction to the Pirates, Castaways & 
Codfish project at the museum. 
They not only learned about the scope of the project and its 
early results, they were also able to contribute their own 
knowledge about Poole and its environs in the period under 
consideration. 
Project speakers are available for meetings of local clubs 
and community organisations. We also have text and 
photos ready for inclusion in your next newsletter. Please 
contact Alun Williams by email: alunw1610@gmail.com. 


