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Lottery funding agreed 
The Heritage Lottery Fund has 
confirmed an award of £9,900 to the 
project. Additional funding from the 
Rotary Club of Poole Bay, Rotary 
Wessex and Bournemouth University 
brings a total of £11,700 committed 
to the project. 
Voluntary contributions and 
donations-in-kind complement 
monetary support for the project. 
Poole Museum, for example, is 
allowing us free use of their facilities 
and devoting staff time to furthering 
the project in schools. 
 
 
Steering Committee meets 
An inaugural meeting of the Project 
Steering Committee took place at 
Poole Museum on 18 September, 
chaired by Don Nutt, Project 
Manager for the Rotary Club of 
Poole Bay. 
Representatives of the Museum, the 
Poole Museum Society, Rotary and 
Bournemouth University attended, 
along with several interested 
volunteers. 
 
 
Echo spreads the word 
A news item in the Bournemouth 
Daily Echo on 14 September noted 
the approval of lottery funding for 
the project and described its aims 
and objectives. 

Story starts with a new logo 
Our thanks to Poole-based marketing agency CODA, one of 
the Rotary Club of Poole’s Business Partners. The company 
has donated its services to create a distinctive logo reflecting 
the key themes the project will explore. 
 
 
A little background 
The history of the project’s three principal characters covers 
150 key years in the history of Poole from 1580 to 1730, with 
links to piracy, castaways and, of course, cod fishing off the 
coast of Newfoundland: 

 Admiral Sir Thomas Button, a high-ranking naval 
officer and knight of the realm who took part in the 
Algiers Raid in 1620-21 and explored the Northwest 
Passage searching for traces of an earlier explorer, 
Henry Hudson. He was hailed as a protector of 
fishermen in the North Atlantic, but fell out with the 
Admiralty over his close associations with pirates; 

 Captain John Bennett, a long-serving officer in the 
Royal Navy who grew up in Poole Old Town, where 
his close relatives were well-known smugglers. How 
Bennett was able to amass great wealth in later life 
remains a mystery; 

 Governor Woodes Rogers spent his early years in 
Poole before embarking on a long career at sea, 
during which he accumulated and lost a large 
fortune. He routed pirates from the Bahamas as 
governor, but found himself locked up in a debtors’ 
prison on his return to England.  

Over the next year, the project will explore the maritime 
history of Poole by delving deeper into the lives and times of 
these three men. 
 
 Please join us for the launch of 

Pirates, Castaways & Codfish 

Poole Museum 

Monday 2 October 2017, 5:30 pm 

Please RSVP by Friday 30 September to Don 
Nutt (Project Manager, Poole Bay Rotary)  

don_nutt@hotmail.com 


